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To: 



WALKER, Ralph, Francis 

GlaxoSmithKline 

Corporate Intellectual Property 

(CN9.25.1) 

980 Great West Road 
Brentford 

Middlesex TW8 9GS 
ROYAUME-UNI 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/EP00/07295 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
27 July 2000 (27.07.00) 



'• The following indications appeared on record concerning 
I I the applicant Q the inventor 



the agent | | the common representative 



Name and Address 

WALKER, Ralph, Francis 
SmithKline Beecham Corporate 
Intellectual Property 
Two New Horizons Court 
Brentford 

Middlesex TW8 9EP 
United Kingdom 



State of Nationality 



Telephone No. 

44 127 967 6336 
Facsimile No. 

44 181 975 6294 



State of Residence 



Teleprinter No. 



2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been 



| I the person 
Name and Address 



□ 



the name 



recorded concerning: 



the address Q the nationality the residence 



WALKER, Ralph, Francis 

GlaxoSmithKline 

Corporate Intellectual Property 

(CN9.25.1) 

980 Great West Road 
Brentford 

Middlesex TW8 9GS 
United Kingdom 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
| X | the receiving Office 
| | the International Searching Authority 
| j the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



State of Nationality 



State of Residence 



Telephone No. 

+44 208 047 5000 
Facsimile No. "~~ 

+44 208 047 6894 
Teleprinter No. 



| | the designated Offices concerned 
| X[ the elected Offices concerned 



other: 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Sean Taylor 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
Form PCT/IB/3f)fi (March 1QQ/1I ™ ~~ 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83 38 



004664152 



P ENT COOPERATION TREA^ 



PCT/EPOO/07295 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2} 


To: 

Commissioner 
j US Department of Commerce 

United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
03 April 2001 (03.04.01) 


International application No. " 

PCT/EPOO/07295 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
RFW/P32374 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
27 July 2000 (27.07.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
30 July 1999 (30.07.99) 


Applicant " ■ 

CLARKE, Allan, J. et al 



The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 
[X] in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority 
03 February 2001 (03.02.01) 



Q in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau 



2. The election | X | 

□ 

R m ul, d 32 b .*2(b' " ' 9 """" hS "" P,i °"' V ""'* " "I" 1 "' ««*• «»«~ l™» 



was not 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



Authorized officer 

Pascal Piriou 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



EP0007295 



>ATENT COOPERATION T 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATI 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicant s or agent's file reference 
DM/RFW/P32374 



International application No. 
PCT/EP00/07295 



FOR FURTHER ACTION f 66 No,ification of Transmittal of International 
Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
27/07/2000 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A61K9/48 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
30/07/1999 



Applicant 

SMITHKLINE BEECHAM PLC et al. 



Preliminary Examining Authority 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. V lnternatl0nal 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

D ^"SS^^^^S tndf T 1 ^ deSCriPti0n ' C ' aimS and/ ° r wnich have 

(see Ru,e 70,5 and S^onlo? In^^^r ^ 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I B Basis of the report 



II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 





citations and explanations suporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



inventive step and industrial applicability 

to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



Date of submission of the demand 
03/02/2001 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
0)J D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Date of completion of this report 
25.10.2001 



Authorized officer 



Muller, I 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 8716 




INTERNATIONAL PRE( 

EXAMINATION REPORT 

■ Internatio nal application No. PCT/EP00/07295 

I. Basis of the report 

1 * 30 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 " 37 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/7 " 7/7 as originally filed 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished ,or the purposes o, the Internationa, searoh (under Rule 2 3 1 ( b), 
O thelanguage of publioatlon of the international applioation (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

SS? ,ranS ' a,l0n * UmiShed <°' ' he - ^ernafiona, preliminary examination (under Rule 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form . 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

D 2T ^^^^^^r enCe ,iStfng d06S 9 ° **** the disclosure in 
D r6C0rded in C ° m ' Uter ~ *™ is identical to the written sequence 

*. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRECflffllNARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



1 



International application No. PCT/E POO/07295 



□ the drawings, 



sheets: 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with reaarrf t« n«, it ■ 

ctations and explanations supporting suTsIalmem mVent ' Ve ^ ° r industrial appHcabi.ity; 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 


Claims 


37 


No: 


Claims 


1-36 


Yes: 


Claims 


37 


No: 


Claims 


1-36 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-37 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the claritv of thP Haimc Hoo • 

claims are fully supported by the desertion are IZe P ^ draWin9S ° f 00 the question "*«her the 
see separate sheet ' 



PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 



i) 

«) 



INTERNATIONAL 

JL. ' 

EXAMINATION R EPORT - SEPARATE gHEET^ ^ N °" PCT/EP00/ 07295 

Re Item I 

Basis of the report 

The amendments filed with telefax dated 24 09 2001 r*n„ . u . , 

~t^zz^zi sir-*- 
«":i:^r^r«- :*r cb ->~ - — — - 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with reaard to ™ ■♦ 



Reference is made to the following documents- 
D1 24 US-A-5 074 4 2 6 ( GOODHARTFB AN KW ET AL) 24 December 1 991 (1991 . 

EJ£E2 (W,TTWER FR,T2 ET AL) 19 '« (—19, cited 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 



INTERNATIONAL 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATF rh cct PP " Cat, ° n N °' PCT/E p 00/07295 

D3: US-A-5 674 530 (CRISON JOHN R ET AM 7 n ♦ k 

D4: WO 95 16438 A (CORTEX i rn JL^ ^ 1 " ? ( 1997 - 1 °-07). 



2. Novelty (Article 33(2) PCT) 

. view c the latter as th 9 at ^x::^T^ nments 

2 - 1 m^H 6Ct " m r r °' inde P endent **n 1 is anticipated by D1 and D2- 

(see col. , , ,. 33-37, different ^SS^Er - 

units which are connected to form an assembled ^a ' Z rh " 9 

It is further noted that for example the capsules nf m * 

" iir ;;r - r — — — • *— 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1 



I 

RELIM 



i 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY — 

EXAMINATION R EPORT -SEPARATE SHECT aPP " Ca,i ° n N ° PCT/EP °0/07295 



the open ends of the, with drug filled, capsule compartments 
T^PcT^' °' C ' aim 37 " C ° nSidered SaHS,yin9 the <***™«* °' 



3. Inventive Step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

The difference between the subject-matter of process claim 37 and the 
documents D1 -D4 consists of the insertion of a Matimm^msBas^M^ 
tarns ,n o the open ends of the two capsulelo^^ToXto^S 
both assembly and closure of the two capsule compartment units 
The welding of the linker in place' is no. considered as delimiting feature as this 
step may comprise for example simply fitting of the respective sub-units |'n place. 

The problem underlying present claim 37 is considered as providing an alternative 
process for the manufacture of multiple compartment dosage forms 

knln from 3 oT T *T C '° Sin9 ' iXing ^ SeParate CapSU,e «*>Pa-tmem. is 
known from D1 (see for example figure 9, however, not having the form of pluo 

connectable parts; figures 13/14 disclosing a two piece linking elemenTec of 
however manufactured by filling the units 60/64 with the desired medicine 
preparatron, then seal with caps 62 and 66, cf. col. 4 I 67 - col 5 I 4) 
D2 (disclosing the application of a disc-like cover plate, see for examp e figure 38) 

further f r S 'T rrier ma,eria ' 10 ^ ' i,led ° m0 ,he «"* «" imposition belre ' 
further f ,ng of a second fill composition, see p. 8, I. 28-32) lack the linking 

element for .nsertion into the capsule sub-units. The same as for 02 and 04 

appl.es to 03 (one end plugging of an open firs, capsule half after filling with drua 

2nn a vie OS r i , C , a9em ' P ' U9 n °' ' UnCti0nin9 35 tW ° P'"9-part-,inker see gure 
d H 7 nl ° rder °' Pr ° Ceedir ' 9 " ' he ™™*<*«» of a deliver system 
d.sclosed ,n 03 ,s similar to present Cairn 37 (see col. 2, I. 46-55), this document 
is considered as closest prior art. document 

Considering the teaching of 01-04, no hint is apparent that would lead the skilled 
person to manufacture a dosage form by using a linker with, a, opposite s!d e l g 
parts ,n order to provide a dosage form of assembled capsule compartments 
Hence, cla,m 37 is considered satisfying the requirements of Art 33(o] PCT 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 3) (EPO-April 1997) 



I 

RELIM 



$ 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET ^"'^ N °" PCT/EP00/07 295 



4. 



Industrial Applicability (Article 33(4) PCT) 

The subjeCma«e r of the c,ai ms ,-37 is applicable in the pharmaceutic inaus tIy . 



A positive preliminary examination report for the deoPnrW 



Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 



1. 



2. 



^ n 9 ,o a ,ac k of Cari,' of ^^^TZ^T^ " ^ 
•a k en ,n,o consideration for above assessment of novel,, Z llZZ^ 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 4) (EPO-April 



ATENT COOPERATION TREATY, 



From th e INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: t-— 

SmithKline Beech am : 7".: 

Corporate Intellectual Property 
Attn. WALGER , Ralph Francis \ 

Two New Horizons Court ■-■ 

Brentford \ 

Middlesex TW8 9EP 1 — 
UNITED KINGDOM 



PCT 



"■• i -JO 



^NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
2SCfl iHE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
. t , | OR THE DECLARATION 




International application No. 

PCT/EP 00/07295 



Applicant 

SMITHKLINE BEECHAM PLC 



(PCT Rule 44.1) 

15/ 1 2/2000 

FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing date 

m^mmo 27/07/2000 



Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19- 

The applicant is enmied, it he so wishes, to amend the claims of the Internationa, Application (see Ruie 46): 

Wh6n? 'n£n^ J^™-y 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 

v i. nowever, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Fascimile No-(41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detai.ed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
' □ I^S^^ declaration under 

3. □ Witt, record to tt,e protest against payment of (an) additfona, fee(s) under Ru.e 40.2, the app.icant is notified that- 

□ no decision has been made ye, on the protest; the applicant wil, be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

'SatSSes ^^'SS^S^^X^ T , PUb,iShed by thS Bureau. 

^al^^ for entry into the na.ona, phase 

priority date or could not be elected because ^ * ,ater e ' eCtion within 19 ™nths from the 



N ame and m ailing address of the International Searching a^~Z 

j& ssssr pa 5818 paten,,aan 2 " 

JSJJJ Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 



_ Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 

Catherine Humbert 



TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instruction* M cr , 

Note, are based on the requirements oi^P^C^^STl ^ °' a ™ ndm * rrt » Undar * rticte 19 ^ 
under that Treaty In case of discrepancy ^rtWlhST^J^ * Re 8 ulabo "» «" d «• Administrative Instructions 
detailed intormXn, see abo the PcT fiEZE G^XS^^ ^ ««*»»-.• For ™re 

Adm.nS^ ' SeCti ° n " " i " 10 ""P'-s.ons of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

inte^at^^;^^ 3 1^^^^^^^^^^. TlT — <* 
description and drawings) may be amended du^oN^^™^ T ^ of the international application (claims, 
no need to file amendments oMhe otaS2£ ArticE TeTc Jrf IT 9Xa ^ inatio " Procedure, there is usuai.y 

for the purposes of provisional protection or^S ano£e real^ °J ^ Wanta tno latt8f to 08 Published 

Furthermore, * shou.d be emptied that JSSS^^t ^^^^i^^ 



What parts of trie International application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

lneT£^ (or further amended) under Article 34 before 

Art.de 34 before the lntern£ion7^^^^^^^ ^ ™* — ded under 

^eTapS^Se S""' °" ^ °' »**««™ may be amended under Art.de 28 



When? 



S:ShTer S ,!r £5 atp^^ ~ " » '™ - 

as having been received on tome if they are ^ceive^i t£. i^T ^ ! , amandment8 wi « 08 considered 
applicable time limit but befonTthe wmpletion^ S ted^^ ^ ^'J"" ^ the "P^'on of the 
(Rule 46.1 ). completion of the technical preparations for international publication 



Where not to file the amendments? 

2:™^^ Bureau and not with the receding Office or the 

Where a demand for international preliminary Jxamination has been /is filed, see below. 

TZ b LZ^T^rZT bra C,aim "' ^ ^ °~ " "»» "~ ««™ - by amenrtng the text of 
-en'reTdK fnTtJe ^SSff^l^ " ^ « — - " - -endment or 

be renumbered consecutive* (Ao^ink^ta^S, SjJon^S^ " ""^^ ^ murt 

The amendment, mu„ be made In the language In which the Internationa, app.lcat.on ta to be published. 

What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

munoer Article 1 9(1) (see below, under 'Statement under Article 19(1)"). 



SfSTa^ Ho , , the language of 

is French, the letter must be In French. English; If the language of the Intematlon 



_. the 

International application 



Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (first sheet) (January 1994) 



NSOOCIO: <XSISA220NOENP4 | 



^pTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (c ntiru^^ 



iSSS^^ - — the Cairn, as amended. ,« must, in 

that K^ca, indicates ^OTiEjEE - aPP ' i ° ali0n » be ' n ° 

(0 



0i) 
(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 



the claim is unchanged; 
the claim is cancelled; 
the claim is new; 

the claim replaces one or more claims as filed, 

the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 



^Xlng'^T' 5 l,,U * ,ra,e mann " »" — dmant. must be .xplalnad .„ the 

da,ms 30. 33 aAd ^7232? C ' a ' mS ^ «»" ""«"^ 



■ 111: 



i cancelling some claims and in adding 



Sw dlms 3 ]" 18 ^ fhen ' W8fe U da,n18 and th8 amendments consist 
[Where various kinds of amendments are made) 



"Statement under article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 



Article 19(1)). " oascnphon and the drawings (when cannot be amended under 

The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claim. 

It must be .„ the tanguaga In which the Intemat.ona. application Is to be pubHahed 

It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English 

preferably by using the words ^SJS^Z^mS 19^- mU * 60 ,dentified heading, 

S ~. .-rch report or the relevance of c^ns 
report may be made only in oorma£n°5£S ZZSZXSZZ S ^ ** 

Consequence rf . demand for international preliminary exam.natlon has already ^ filed 

If, at the time of filing any amendments under Article 1 q . ^„„„^ , 

has already been submitted, the appteanTn^iYr^r^ t?l •"tematjonal preliminary examination 
International Bureau, also file • cow SEueh ^n^l'^l ^ T °' f tho amendments with the 
Authority (see Rule 62.2(a), first sentence) dmentS Wrth ln4erna,lonal Preliminary Examining 

Conse q uence with ^ to translation of the International application tor entry Into the national phaM 

d^^end^rA^IS X'ht^fo » «— *" *• 

m addition to. the translation of the cl alma » filed ^ '° th ° *"«r**«oyelected Office, instead of. or 

gr further detail, on the reouir ts of each designated/elected Office, see Volume „ of the PCX Applicant's 



Note, to Form PCT/ISA/220 (second sheet) (J«n Uary 1994 ) 



NSOOCIO: <XSSA220NOENP*J_» 



ATENT COOPERATION TREATS 

PCT 





INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 




(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 

RFW/P32374 


FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/EP 00/07295 


International filing date (clay/month/year) 

27/07/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

30/07/1999 


SMITHKLINE BEECHAM PLC 





This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets 

[TJ It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited 



in this report. 



Basis of the report " 

3 - SS3S 52 KE Z^S^^^^S^ «• - - international application in the 

0 S^teaaS Carri6d ° Ut ° n baSiS °' 3 tranS ' ati0n °' the interna «° nal a PP»^«on furnished to this 

SSS ffi^tit^^r*™ diSCl0Sed in the inte ™^ a PP"-tion, the Internationa, search 
contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently- to-this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

sisra tzassr sequence iistin9 does not 90 beyond the disciosure * - 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



2. 
3. 



□ 

□ 
□ 



^wt-oujr luiMioHnaj Wliue 

international application as filed has been fufnished 
Srnfshed ment ^ inf ° rmati ° n reCOrded COmpu,er readable ,orm is iden *= a ' <° the written sequence listing has been 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



With regard to the title, 

L] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

E the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows- 

MULTI-COMPONENT PHARMACEUTICAL DOSAGE FORM 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

(X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ ZToS^^^^^^I^ 8 ^- 2 ^- * ,his Authorit V as » a PP«"s * Box III. The applicant may. 
witnm one month from the date of mailing of th.s international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 

I 1 a s suggested by the applicant. 1-7-1 [ 

□ I A I None of the figures, 
because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 

□ 

because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MK 

IPC 7 A61K9/48 



International Application No 

/EP 00/07295 



According ,o In.erna.ional Pa.en, Classif ication (IPC) or to both national classiffcation a nd IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED ~ ' " 

Minimum documemaljon searched (class.fication sys.em followed by classitica.k>n symbols, 



D ° C — S ™ omer ,han m.nimum docume nlation ,o ,he extent ,ha, such documents are included in the 55 sealed 
Electronic data base consulted during ihe internalional search (name of ( 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ 



f data base and. where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° 



Citation of document, wrth indication, where appropnate. of the relevant passages 



US 5 074 426 A (G00DHART FRANK W 
24 December 1991 (1991-12-24) 



ET AL) 



Relevant to claim No. 



column 1, line 33 - line 44 
column 2, line 38 - line 42 
column 4, line 1 -column 5, line 16 
claims 1-14 



ET AL) 



US 4 738 817 A ( WITTWER FRITZ 
19 April 1988 (1988-04-19) 
cited in the application 
figure 38 

column 3, line 54 -column 4. line 68 
column 12, line 59 -column 13, line 4 
column 16, line 32 - line 47 

- ' -/-- 



1,7, 

9-11,13, 
15-18 



fx] Fur1ner documents are listed in the continuation of box C 



' Special categories ot cited documents : 



•A- document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

' E ' ^lingda 0 .e Unlen,bU,PlJbliShe<30n0ra " er,he in 'e™tional 
•L- document which may throw doubts on priority claimfsl or 
which ,s ded lo establish the publication dale of Tno her 
atat.cn or other special reason (as specified) 

'°' < *g^£^ t °™<^<a**^<*.use. exhibition or 

P ' d £^r r, !h=l f !K bliShed prior *° ,he international filing date bul 
later than the pnonty dale claimed 



Date of the actual completion of Ihe international search 

8 December 2000 

Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patenllaan ■> 
NL - 2280 HV Ri|swijk Patenllaan 2 

Tel. (*31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 ' 

Form PCT/1SA/210 (second sneel) (Jut* 1992) 



|X I Patent family members are listed in annex. 

' T ' ^fn^S!"]? P ub ' isned after the international filing date 
or pnonty date and not in conflict with the application but 

fnvennon re ' and ' he P " ndP ' e °' <he0r < " nde ^' n 9 'he 

•X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■V document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when Ihe 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
In (n6 3rt. 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of mailing of the international search report 

15/12/2000 

Authorized officer 

Muller, S 



page 1 of 2 



C.(Continuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSI 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



= D TO BE RELEVANT 



Satlonal Application No 
/EP 00/07295 



Citation of document, with indicalion.where appropriate, of the relevant 



passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5 674 530 A (CRISON JOHN R 
7 October 1997 (1997-10-07) 
column 2, line 47 - line 55 



ET AL) 



W0 95 16438 A (CORTECS LTD ; BARNWELL 
SJEPHEN GEORGE (GB); HIGGINB0TT0M SIMON 
(GB)) 22 June 1995 (1995-06-22) 
cited in the application 
page 8, line 28 -page 11, line 12 
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